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  Madison County received $1.89 
million in federal funding  to sup-
port its operations in the fight 
against homelessness.  
  The funds are part of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development’s “Continuum of 
Care” program. “The Continuum of 
Care grants that were awarded 
provide critical support in aiding 
persons experiencing homeless-
ness,” David Harrison, with Com-
munity Development said. Harrison 
said the money will be used to pro-
vide continued service for pro-
grams, which includes housing and 
services to assist people getting 
back on their feet. “With added 
stress on emergency shelters, es-
pecially this time of year, the funds 
allow for more permanent housing 
options for our neighbors without 

housing,” he said. 
  More than 600,000 Americans are 
homeless and more than 25 per-
cent of those are children. In Madi-
son County, children represent 
around 45% of the homeless popu-
lation. “There are many reasons for 
homelessness,” Harrison said. 
“Some are homeless due to 
mental health issues, others were 
devastated by the recession have 
not recovered. Harrison said the 
county has received federal fund-
ing for a number of years, 
however the grant amount changes 
from year to year. “Last year we 
lost funding for three programs 
and another suffered a funding 
cut,” he said. “This year we lost 
funding for one program but 
gained a new one. Despite that we 
are still unable to help many of 

those who need it.” Harrison said 
the funds are critical to the local 
continuum of care and serve the 
most vulnerable residents through-
out the county. 
  Community Development over-
sees the local money which funds 
144 permanent supportive housing 
beds for families and individuals 
and 28 units of rapid re-housing for 
families. 
-Chestnut Family Connections           
-Chestnut Madison Recovery  
-Chestnut Families in Safe Recovery  
-Good Samaritan House Rapid Re-
housing  
-Madison County CoC Planning        
-Madison County Housing First  
Chestnut Mainstay Center  
-Centerstone Theodoro Place  

http://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/community_development/continuum_of_care.php
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The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) works to provide 
needed assistance to those less fortunate, and in some cases gives a little financial 
relief by assisting in payments to individuals utility companies.   
 

All household types may apply at this time! 
  
We are currently accepting applications at 14 outreach sites! Please call the site 
closest to you to schedule an appointment. The outreach sites are: 
 
Madison County Energy (Edwardsville) -- 296-6485  
Riverbend Family Ministries – 251-9790 
Granite City Housing Facility -- 876-4232    
Madison County Urban League (Alton) -- 463-1906  
Madison County Urban League (Madison) -- 877-8860  
Chouteau Township -- 931-0323 Collinsville Township -- 344-1290  
Edwardsville Township-- 656-0292 Ft. Russell Township -- 377-5660  
Jarvis Township Senior Center (Seniors Only)- 667-2022 
Highland Area Christian Ministry -- 654-9295 Olive Township -- 637-2630 
Senior Services Plus -- 465-3298 and Venice Township -- 452-1121 
 

 Energy Assistance Income Guidelines 
     
                     Gross Income for 30 Days 
        Size of Household   Prior to Application Date 
     1                    $1,485 
      2     $2,003 
     3     $2,520 
     4     $3,038 
     5     $3,555 
     6     $4,073 
     7     $4,591 
     8     $5,111 

                                                                                       (For families with more than 10 persons, add$520.) 

 
Fore more information, contact Energy Assistance at 618-296-6485. 

Staff  Spotlight 
James Arnold 

On January 5, 
2010, James Arnold 
joined Madison County 
Community Develop-
ment as a part of the 
Community Develop-
ment Block Grant team. 
Since then, he has taken 
on new responsibilities in 
administering the Park 
Enhancement Program 
grant and the U.S. EPA Brownfield Assessment 
Grant.  

    In his current position, James is a Planner 
for the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG). He currently focuses on administering the 
residential demolition program, the ADA Accessibil-
ity grant program, monitoring code enforcement 
activities for Granite City and Alton, administering 
the PEP Grant, administering the US EPA Brownfield 
Assessment Grant funds, HQS inspections for HOME 
and labor compliance for HOME. Arnold also spends 
his time doing environmental reviews and grant re-
porting.  

Arnold has been involved in the creation of 
the Madison County Energy Advisory Board which 
will play a role in business, county, and state rela-
tions, particularly in the area of permitting efficiency 
and keeping jobs in the county. In September of 
2016, the board hosted a meeting with the IEPA to 
discuss issues between business’ and permitting 
challenges they face in Illinois. 

James received his Master of Arts in Educa-
tional Studies from McKendree University in Decem-
ber of 2015. He received a Bachelor of Arts in Biolo-
gy from McKendree College in 2008. His background 
in science and teaching has played an integral part in 
his ability in serving the citizens of Madison County. 

James was born and raised in Edwardsville, 
IL where he attended Edwardsville High School and 
graduated in 2004. Arnold still resides in Edwards-
ville. He serves on the Recreation, Arts and Special 
Events Board for the City of Edwardsville. In Arnold’s 
spare time, he enjoys family and friends, gardening, 
and enjoys his role as the head soccer coach at 
Breese Mater Dei.  

James has become a valuable member of 
the Community Development Department. He is one 
of several young professionals hired to continue our 
commitment to 
serve the citizens 
of Madison 
County with high 
quality services. 

Energy Assistance Accepting Applications 

James Arnold:  
    Fun Fact 
James once had a pet hedgehog. 

The LIHEAP program helps thousands of families every year pay their gas and 
electric bills.  Between September 1, 2016 and December 22, 2016– MCCD has 
taken 4,203 LIHEAP and PIPP applications.  3,416 of those applications have 
been processed, and $1,948,716 has been distributed to utility companies.  

Energy Assistance Helps Residents 

Remembering Brian Berry 
On Monday, December 19, 2016 Madison Coun-

ty Highway Department worker Brian Berry 

passed away at Alton Memorial.  Brian was a 39 

year old Husband, Father and Wood River Na-

tive.     

Our heart goes out to his family during this trag-

edy,” Madison County Board Chairman Kurt 

Prenzler said. “What compounds the pain is his 

mother, Dola Berry, works for Madison County 

Health Department, and his sister, Corrie Beck-

er, works in the Treasurer’s Office. Our deepest 

condolences go to the Berry family during this time.”  
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Spotlight on Economic  
Development 
 

  Lake Drive Logistics (LDL) is chang-
ing the way we transport goods 
through Madison County. LDL is 
located in Godfrey, IL, and is poised 
to see further growth in this com-
ing year and looks to be a mainstay 
within the logistics sector of the 
Madison County economy for years 
to come. 

Senior Services Plus (SSP) continues to be 
the “Leader in “aging for over 42 years in 
Illinois, covering Madison, St. Clair, Ma-
coupin, Marion, Jersey and Clinton Counties.   

SSP is a non-profit 501 C-3 United Way agen-
cy established to help enrich the lives of old-
er adults through programs and services that 
encourage independent living.   

SSP offers the following services,: 

 Home Care 

 Meals of Wheels 

 Transportation 

 Healthy Connections 

 Wellness Center 

 Information & Assistance 

 Foster Grandparents 

 Travel 

 School House Grill  

 Medical Monitoring (Safe Connections) 
 

SSP’s Wellness Center offers a wide variety 
of services that include:  

 Personal Training 

 CPR Classes 

 Nutrition Consulting 

 Massage Therapy 

 Holistic Education 

 50+ group fitness classes  
 
The wellness center offers annual member-
ships to individuals and families age 16 and 
older.   Reduce rates and scholarships are 

Spotlight on our Partner Agency 

      Senior Services Plus 

Ringing in the New Year! 
The MCCD Staff would like to wish you a Happy New Year!  We look for-

ward to serving you in 2017, and helping you achieve your Community 

Development and Economic Development goals.   

We are here to help!  Please call us at 618-692-8940 to let us know how 

we can help you grow! 

http://www.seniorservicesplus.org/
http://lakedrivelogistics.com/about-us/
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MCCD Partners with Pontoon Beach 

PEP Park Projects of  the Year 
PEP Large Community Project of 
the year: Highland 
Highland was nominated for its overall use 
of the funds. Highland spread out its PEP 
dollars among many parks and it can be 
seen in pictures. Highland did an excellent 
job of getting the most bang for their buck. 
From 2015-2016 Highland spent the PEP 
grant on the following items located at the 
following parks: 
 
Glik Park: Purchased 1 portable batting 
cage, Purchased 2 protective screens, Pur-
chased 3 portable pitching mounds 
Silver Lake Park: Purchased two sets of 
concrete “bags” games/boards for park 
guests 
Spindler Park: Made electrical upgrades to 

a new pavilion, In-
stalled 3 LED parking 
lot lights to enhance 
security 4- Diamonds 
Ball Fields: Pur-
chased 1 backstop to 
replace 50+ year old 
backstop 
Hoffman Park: Re-
placed chain linked 
fence with alumi-
num fencing 
 

PEP Small Community Project of 
the year:  
Pontoon Beach 
Pontoon Beach used their 2015 PEP grant 
to construct a bandstand with seating at 

the Randall D. Dalton Veterans Park. This 
park is used to host bands from April 
through October. These events are open to 
the public and are free. The park has two 
pavilions, a walking trail and barbecue pits. 
This park is about honoring our Veterans. 
Two local heroes names are used for the 
park or in the park: Randall D. Dalton Vet-
erans Park 
and Brad-
ley R. 
Smith 
Memorial 
Stage. 

Helping our Communities 

Hoffman Park, Highland 

  MCCD is proud to partner with the Village 
of Pontoon Beach, by providing a loan in 
the amount of $400,000.00. 

  The Village of Pontoon Beach has been 
experiencing flooding within its Long Lake 
Watershed when our region experiences 
large rain events, such as the massive rain-
fall we experienced in December 2015.  
Because of the reoccurrence in flooding 
that results in damaged property, and/or 
residents abandoning their homes during 
flooding, the Village will be using loan funds 
to construct a storm sewer outfall in the 
Long Lake watershed. 

  T his project will consist of the construc-
tion of a storm sewer outfall pipe anticipat-
ed to be 54” in diameter, flowing from Long 
Lake under the Madison County Transit 
property, Union Pacific Railroad, and IL Rt. 
162 into the Metro East Sanitary District 
Project #16 Outfall.  In addition, the con-
struction and placement of a 76” concrete 
box culvert under Edwardsville Rd. will help 
facilitate drainage form Long Lake and 
Mitchell ditch area.   

  The overall goal of this project is to allow 
water to move away from Long Lake at a 
rapid rate, so that it is not trapped the Lake 

during rain events and should prevent wa-
ter back- up in residents homes. Construc-
tion on this project is expected to take 
place in spring of 2017. 

Randall D. Dalton Veterans Park–       

Pontoon Beach 

http://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/community_development/index.php
http://www.growthassociation.com/page/calendar/index.cfm?page=2131&eventID=34277&view=event&cat=0
http://www.visitalton.com/events
http://www.visitalton.com/events



